
Mineral Matters, it surely does!

What a great time to be an Ontario Beef Producer.  We persisted through 
much for many years, and now, show signs of financial stability. In fact it is a 
great time to be an Ontario Farmer, all segments of agriculture commodities 
are at new and near record price levels.  I have been involved as a beef 
producer for a lifetime, and cannot remember such a scenario for potential 
success, kinda nice!  With each open cow and with each lost calf, the dollars 
are many.

Total herd management is key; health, nutrition, production, and marketing 
are areas we need to excel at.  The environment we are in today is not going 
away anytime soon, so we must take full advantage of the opportunity it 
presents us.

Herd Health

A designed program for herd health is essential, not just for one year, but 
for each year. Sit down with your Veterinarian and discuss a complete herd 
health program that is long term. To take advantage of premium marketing 
opportunities, this is absolute. To achieve total herd efficiencies, with less 
sickness, less mortality, higher conception and more production, healthier 
and happier cattle, a sound/detailed up to date herd health program needs 
to be in place and executed on a yearly basis.

Inside this Issue

   Mineral Matters
  By: Jack McCoubrey

69819 London Road, RR #1, Centralia, Ontario, Canada, N0M 1K0 
Tel: (519) 228-6444 or 1-800-265-2904 • Fax (519) 228-6560 • Email kpalen@kenpal.on.ca • www.kenpal.on.ca

Volume 5, Issue 1
February 2012Cont. >>

•  Contains a high 
    fortification of trace 
    minerals and vitamins, 
    including  Vitamin E  and    
    Selenium.
•  Cows like the taste, and 
    will readily eat it free choice.
•  Economical to use. 

Featuring...
Kenpal BeeF 
nurse Cow

DevelopeD speCiFiCally For 
Cows that are nursing

It payS to uSE 
top nutrItIon!



Genetics

Genetics is one of the power bars of production, genetics influences fertility, calving ability, maternal values, 
carcass traits, feed efficiency, personality, immune response, and $$$ in the bank.  Genetic selection is the 
paramount tool in the production chain, but with this, it needs to be partnered with herd health and herd 
nutrition, it doesn’t work by itself!

nutrition

A well balanced 365 day nutrition program complements herd health, the genetic opportunity, production 
and marketing success. If we don’t feed them correctly, all the other things struggle to work.

From my own experiences, since 1987, I maintain body condition score on an even keel, 365 days of the year.  
We are absolute in maintaining healthy, energetic and athletic conditioning of my cows.  I am convinced for 
sure; a well-managed mineral program compliments all of the above. 

I become quite anxious at any time of the 
year when I check my mineral feeders 
and they are empty.  Sometimes, there 
are ‘skid marks’ in front of the shed door 
from being in a big hurry to get a few 
bags of mineral to replenish my mineral 
feeders.  By the way, I haven’t hit the 
shed door yet!

In the fall of 2010, there were some 
producers that had issues with a Calcium 
deficiency, most likely the result of not 
checking the mineral feeder.  There are a 
number of other challenges in addition 
to calcium deficiency when the cowherd 
has no mineral available.  I see too 
many times, with too many producers, 
that mineral is only a priority at calving 
or maybe at breeding, then we hear 
complaints about, #1 open cows, #2 
sick calves, #3 unthriftiness. This can be 
avoided!

Mineral Management 365

Kenpal’s Mineral Management program 
is designed to be fed 365 days of the 
year.  Through this we are supplying the 
important nutritional elements required 
for long term health and welfare.  
Allowing for healthier, more productive 
cows and enhanced opportunities to 
market more pounds of beef from our 
cowherds is extremely important. 
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Kenpal Cares, bringing you...
•  Quality produCts     •   Knowledge

•  Commitment      •   serviCe 

• Provides oPtimum levels of vitamins, 
minerals and other nutritional 
additives to helP oPtimize develoPment 
of rePlacement heifers.
• contains thiamine to helP enhance 
energy metabolism. 
•  available in comPlete feed, 
suPPlement and Premix.

Featuring...
Kenpal mama maKer®

HEIFER BREEDER PROGRAM

It pays to use top nutrition!

Cont. >>

February 2012  •  Kenpal Beef Brief  •  2



•	 Cows like Kenpal mineral because it is palatable and tasty.

•	 Kenpal recommends feeding mineral 365 days a year, the last trimester is a must so mother cow can prepare 
for calving and rebreeding.

•	 Producer observation; when the cow is fortified through a good mineral program, the calf will be healthier 
and smarter.

•	 A well-managed mineral program will help enhance rebreeding and conception success. 

•	 Research has shown that vitamin mineral levels will improve herd health through better vaccination 
efficacy.

•	 Mineral Management 365 days a year requires long term availability so cattle can store and build immunity 
for stressful periods, this being calving time, weather challenges, and other times of nutritional shortages.

•	 Mineral feeders need to be weather proof and positioned in areas where cattle tend to congregate.

•	 Good nutrition, a well designed herd health program, and overall good management, will help result in 
more pounds of beef.  

Mineral Matters, it surely does, it has mattered to me since 1987, and once again, you have read and heard 
me before, “during all these years, I have used nothing but KENPAL, while never buying a bag or block of salt!”

the BeeF Guy!

table with the amounts of recommended Kenpal Beef Minerals
amount/Head/day days Fed total/Head/year

Kenpal Beef Nurse Cow 150 grams 180 days 27 kg
Kenpal Beef Dry Cow 125 grams 185 days 23 kg
TOTAL 365 50 kg or 2 bags/head/year
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WHy FIGHt tHE ForaGE BattLE?
LEt MotHEr naturE SoLVE tHE proBLEM WItH tHE HELp oF 

SILo GuarD®II Forage additive for alfalfa, Corn Silages and Baled Hay

SILo GuarD®II ForaGE aDDItIVE For 
aLFaLFa & Corn SILaGES & BaLED Hay

Dry GranuLar proDuCt or rEaDy-to-uSE LIQuID • appLICatorS • tECH Support

Value oF dry Matter saVed 
- treatMent Cost 
= dollars saVed
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 � Specialty Feed Products
 � Vitamin & Mineral Premixes
 � Lacta-Fat liquid fat
 � Liquid Molasses blend
 � STARTline including drySTART 

™ (drying agent for livestock & 
poultry facilities)

 � International Stock Food (ISF)
 � Silo Guard®II Forage Additive 

(dry and liquid)

Livestock Supplier of:

th
e

line TM

• Providing Products to the Livestock Industry since 1983
• Feed Assure™ (HACCP) Certified since 1999 (First in Canada)
• Family owned company doing business with family principles

A portion of Paul and Tim’s calves go to their own freezer beef trade, 
while the remainder get sold as stockers.  

suCCess with Kenpal’s King oF Creep™ 
& BeeF nurse Cow

get your Calves oFF to the right start 
with Kenpal’s King oF Creep™

Paul and Tim Klopp own and operate Cedar Villa Angus Farms; a 150 
Black Angus Cow Herd and cash crop operation in Zurich, Ontario.   
They started feeding Kenpal’s King of Creep™ to their calves 4 years 
ago, and quickly started seeing the benefits.  All the calves are fed free 
choice with self creep feeders. The main benefits they find from using 
Kenpal’s King of Creep™ are; heavier weaning weights and healthy 
calves.

Shortly after switching to Kenpal’s King of Creep™, Paul and Tim also 
decided to feed their cows Kenpal’s Beef Nurse Cow, which they feed 
free choice year round.  They found that their cow’s mineral intake 
improved after switching to Kenpal.  The health of the cows and 
the calves born is great, the cows breed back quickly and have high 
conception rates.   

Paul and Tim look forward to continuing to see the benefits from 
feeding high quality products to their cows. 

Paul and Tim Klopp
Cedar Villa Angus Farms

Zurich, ON


