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The way the political wind is blowing in China can have a major impact 
on the North American Markets. DDGS (Corn Distillers Dried Grains with 
Solubles) are a perfect example of this. Boat loads were going to China 
and the flow was stopped by the Chinese. Now all of a sudden the local 
market is buried in it. The great thing is DDGS is an excellent feedstuff for 
pigs. When added to the ration it provides some highly digestible fibre, 
lots of phosphorous, potassium, protein and energy with lots of fat. Table 
I shows an average analysis of DDGS available locally in comparison to 
local corn and 48% Soya Meal.

Table I. DDGS in Comparison to Corn and 48% Soya Meal (As Is Basis)
Nutrients DDGS Corn Soya Meal

Protein 26% 8.0% 48.0%
Fat 10.5% 3.5% 1.1%
Fibre 8% 2.0% 3.5%
Calcium 0.02% 0.02% 0.3%
Phosphorous 0.75% 0.26% 0.65%
Potassium 1.00% 0.35% 2.0%

Typically DDGS are added to lactating sow rations at 10 to 20% (100 to 
200 kg per tonne of complete feed) and dry sows commonly at 20%, 
with some rations up to 30%. Nursery pigs are usually fed lower levels 
of DDGS, starting at 5% (50 kg per tonne of complete feed) up to 10% 
(100 kg per TCF). For grower and finishers, where most of the feed is fed 
on a farrow to finish farm the typical use is 10% to 20% DDGS or 100 kg 
to 200 kg (TCF). Table II below shows the current potential savings on a 
finisher ration using straight corn, soya and fat versus diets using 10% 
and 20% DDGS. Commodity prices used are: corn at $175.00/tonne and 
48% SBM at $575.00 per tonne and DDGS at $150.00 per tonne. The 
example below is for top end finishing pigs at approximately 80 kg (175 
lbs) to market.
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farrowSTART®  provides the extra 
nutrients required to maintain and 

rebuild health after a period of 
stress.

Added Selenium and Vitamin E help 
strengthen the immune system 

response  and protect body tissues 
from harmful reactions that can 
be caused by normal metabolic 

processes or enviironmental toxins.

Specially formulated to 
provide additional vitamins, 
minerals and electrolytes at 

the crucial time of  just before 
and after farrowing.
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Table II. Rations for Finishing Pigs
Components Corn/SBM 10% DDGS 20% DDGS

Premix 25 - -
DDGS Premix - 22 22
DDGS - 100 200
48% SBM 175 150 140
Dry Corn 775 710 626
Fat 25 18 12
Total 1000 1000 1000
Savings per Tonne $0 $19.00 $29.00

Approximate savings of $19.00 to $29.00 per tonne can be achieved now using DDGS. If we calculate 
3.5 pigs fed per Tonne of feed in the finisher barn from 25 kg (55 lbs) to 125 kg (275 lbs), the savings 
per pig may range between $5.40 per pig to $8.30 per pig, just in the finishing barn.
Some producers have also noticed better gut health with the addition of the digestible fibre in DDGS. 
Researchers have backed up these claims in some studies. The fibre in DDGS make the floors harder to 
clean and in a few cases may have played a role in foaming pits, although researchers are struggling 
with what other factors may have been part of this foaming pit phenomenon. 

In summary, there is currently an opportunity to cash in on some savings using DDGS. With any luck 
our corn quality is good and low in mycotoxins this fall, or our local DDGS could be high in mycotoxins 
as well. DDGS after processing will contain three times the level of the corn that was processed. 
Hopefully we have a great autumn, great harvest and great pig market this fall.  Thank you.  
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Here is what swine producer 
John Van Dorp has to say about 
sowSTART sow supplement:

John and Karen Van Dorp and sons 
operate a 180 sow farrow-to-fi nish 
operation near Woodstock, ON.  
sowSTART has become a regular part 
of their lactation feeding program:

“On a four week weaning program, 
sowSTART has helped keep sow 
condition by maximizing intake while 
increasing milk production, resulting 
in heavier weaning weights.  Since 
using sowSTART we have noticed our 
sows breed back in a timely fashion 
which enables us to keep our crates 
full and maximize production.  In 
these tough economic times, this 
is one product we would not be 
without, it defi nitely pays for itself.”

John Van Dorp
Woodstock, Ontario

Helping to minimize 
body weight loss 

and maximize 
weaning weights

If you would like to try 
sowSTART contact your 

Kenpal Sales Representative.

®

S O W 
S U P P L E M E N T ®

COME VISIT THE KENPAL & 
STARTline® BOOTH

CANADA’S OUTDOOR FARM SHOW
WOODSTOCK, ONTARIO

SEPTEMBER 9, 10 & 11, 2014 
BOOTH SM-838
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WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

•	 Providing Products to the Livestock Industry since 1983
•	 Feed Assure™ (HACCP) Certified since 1999 (First in Canada)
•	 Family owned company doing business with family principles
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To help prepare for the increased 
nutrient demands due to farrowing

 To help boost nutrient intake 
during lactation

Extra nutrition fed from weaning to 
breeding

For Sows

Call your Kenpal Sales Representative today to get STARTed

A drying agent for all stages of pork 
production

A high quality milk replacer for 
young piglets

®®


